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MEETING SUMMARY (held on June 3, 2015) 

The EPA met with TWG to review the proposed Pre-Design Investigation (PDI) Tasks covering all of 
what is required in the ROD (Record of Decision), in preparation of the Remedial Design. The following 
PDI Tasks were presented: 

 Finish confirming the boundary between the landfill and its edges to make sure all waste 
ends up under the cap.  The areas of additional investigation encompass approximately 11 
acres.  EPA is going to sample along the edge of the estimated cover boundary between 84th 
street and planets streets closest to the landfill (depicted on the drawings in the ROD).  The 
sampling will be every 50-feet along the edge of the landfill cover where waste or 
contamination was previously identified.  If waste is found then more investigation will be 
conducted by stepping out an additional 50-ft from the edge of the cover.  If no waste is 
found or if construction and demolition (C&D) debris is identified, and there is evidence of 
contamination, samples will be collected and analyzed.  Sampling will continue until the 
edge of the waste is found.  Waste per EPA, does not include C&D debris (bricks, broken 
concrete, etc.), which is considered non-hazardous, is common to every urban area in the US 
and does not need to be under the cover.  EPA presented several maps showing the extent of 
initial samplings, indicating where no waste or C&D debris was found and where only C&D 
debris was found. 

 Determine the thickness of the waste that was found in the Eastwick City Park.  EPA is going 
to drill throughout the Park where waste was found to determine the thickness of the waste 
and how much soil is covering the waste.  The thickness of the waste will determine whether 
the quantity is small enough to be excavated and move under the landfill cover or whether 
the cover needs to be extended over the waste in the Park. 

 Additional sampling where waste or cleanup levels were exceeded in samples that are outside 
of the proposed cover limit.  The composite sampling proposed is to assess the extent of soils 
that exceed the cleanup levels. Residential sampling has begun near the backyards behind 
Angelo Place (The areas where this additional sampling is proposed were depicted in red 
boxes on the slides displayed by EPA). 

 Sample to verify that principal threat wastes (PCBs) are being addressed.   

 Evaluate dioxins/furans (environmental pollutants that are byproducts of industrial processes) in 
the Eastwick City Park. Per EPA, no dioxins were detected on the landfill that exceed the 
EPA’s residential levels, EPA headquarters requires that the whole Park be sampled for 
dioxins.  EPA will be collecting 104 samples to assess the presence of dioxins in the Park.  If 
the results from those samples indicate risk then EPA will assess background concentrations 
for dioxins by collecting samples from a local public parks (Colwyn Park –park behind Penn 
Dot Driving Center on Island Ave on other side of Darby Creek and Suffolk Park -park 
behind Dunkin Donuts on Lindbergh Blvd). 



 Determine anthropogenic (environmental pollution from human activities) background levels 
for the full list of PAHs (pollutants) in soils within the local area.  EPA will be collecting 
geotechnical (geo engineering)samples from one of the two possible parks mentioned above 
to determine the average background levels for PAHs. 

 Conduct a geotechnical (soil testing) investigation to assess the thickness of the clean soil on 
top of the landfill.  EPA will be investigating the thickness of soil cover on the landfill to 
determine whether there are any areas that do not have to be cleared and regraded.  The 
geotechnical work will be to assess the stability of the pile of waste, to make sure that when 
the cover is placed on top it doesn’t cause part of the landfill to collapse or slide into the Park 
or Darby Creek. 

 Identify borrow sources for soil cover material.  A very large amount of cover soils is going 
to be needed for the landfill.  EPA is looking for sources that will be available in about two 
years when the cover work is expected to begin.  EPA is in contact with PennDOT, the 
Turnpike commission, etc. to identify sources.  There is going to be a very large demand for 
clean fill in the area, with this project and the Airport Expansion project slated to begin in a 
few years.  EPA has to identify the sources and then sample them to make sure that they are 
a) clean enough for the cover and b) have the right properties for the evapotranspiration 
cover (grain size is critical because if it is too sandy the rain fall will soak into the soil before 
the trees can use it so finer grained soils are very important to find). 

1. The following topics were not covered due to time constraints and will be discussed during 
next the  TWG meeting on 6/22/15 at 4:00 PM in the Eastwick Library:  Confirmation 
sampling that soils in PCB removal areas are sufficiently clean and that there are no 
concentrations over 100 ppm that remain. 

2. Soil amendment research pilot study to assess whether a manufactured soil can be created for 
the cover. 

3. Limited further methane sampling near Mars Place and Angelo Places. 

4. Archaeological Resources near Buist Place and South 83rd Street and on the southwest side of 
South 84th Street 

EPA provided printouts of the slides for the TWG to review as the information was being presented 
and subsequently provided a draft of the work plan for the PDI, which the TWG is actively 
reviewing along with the Technical Advisory Group through Darby Creek Valley Association.  
When DCVA-TAG provides comments, information will pass along to the ELDCACAG. 

ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT TWG MEETING: 

1. Complete the discussions regarding the Pre-Design Investigation Tasks. 

2. Are the correct tree species being selected for the evapotranspiration cover? 

3. Is the current and future ownership of the land that encompasses the Clearview Landfill going to 
negatively affect potential future use of the land once the remediation is complete? 


